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Inside this issue 

   Far too many birds of prey fall victim to 

cars.  We can all do our part to keep our 

raptors safe.   

  There are simple steps that we all can 

take to help.  We encourage you to share 

this information via social media.   

   Imagine the impact you can personally 

have on saving these majestic crea-

tures!  By word of mouth, each of you can 

tell 3 people these tips and they each can 

tell 3 who can each tell 3... IMAGINE! 

 

  Keep an eye out for roadkill and when 

you see roadkill, slow down. 

   
  You may not see the eagle or other rap-

tor that has been feeding on it, but they 

are frequently nearby.  

  Due to their size and the fact that they  

tend to gorge themselves, they can't take  

off quickly enough to avoid being hit by 

your car. 

  Large birds  instinctively know that their 

wingspan will not fit between branches if 

they try to fly towards the trees.  So they 

are likely to fly directly towards your car.  

Here are some more tips to protect eagles 

and other large raptors that honor us with 

their presence in our forests. 

 

SLOW DOWN - when a large bird is  

in or near the road, he just can't get  

into the air the way a songbird can. It is 

just physics. 

 

MOVE ROADKILL deeper into the 

woods if you can or call the authorities to 

let them know about it.  I keep gloves in 

my car for just that need and feel so good 

each time I do the gruesome job because I 

know I may have saved an eagle! 

 

THROW NOTHING OUT OF YOUR 

CAR WINDOW - even biodegradable 

items.  The prey that eagles and owls hunt 

are attracted to that apple core or fry and 

an eagle can end up in the grill of your car 

when it soars in for its dinner. 

 

PLEASE SHARE THESE TIPS! 

Help Prevent Birds of Prey—Car Collisions—by Noreen Corley 

Editors—Randy Fierke & Kathy Hedrich 
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For the past several 

months, volunteers at the 

A.R.K. have been actively 

adjusting our treatments 

of eagles. 

  One contributing factor 

is the retirement of Dr. 

James Sikarskie, Director 

of Wildlife Veterinary 

Medicine at Michigan 

State University. 

  For years we have had 

the opportunity to take the 

eagles that needed care 

beyond our capabilities to 

the MSU wildlife depart-

ment in East Lansing, in-

creasing their chances for 

a successful rehabilita-

tion. This was made pos-

sible by advanced equip-

ment available to MSU 

and their wildlife depart-

ment. But now, sadly,  

with Sikarskie’s retire-

ment, MSU made the de-

cision to close the wildlife 

department.  

  One common problem 

we see in eagles is lead 

poisoning. Lead poison-

ing has been an issue for 

many years not only in 

eagles but other raptors 

and water fowl such as 

Trumpeter Swans and 

Loons. We have always 

taken eagles to the veteri-

narian for radiographs as 

soon as they are admitted 

to the A.R.K. This is a 

good way to screen for 

lead in their systems. We 

have become aware, 

through necropsy, that 

about one third of eagles 

die of lead poisoning not 

seen on radiographs be-

cause it had already 

passed through their bod-

ies. So, clearly, there is an 

urgent need for a better 

process to test the eagles 

that are admitted.  

  We have been looking 

into education and equip-

ment to better the eagle’s 

chance for survival. Talk-

ing with other rehabilita-

tion facilities that utilize 

in-house testing we found 

a lead testing machine 

called the ESA Lead Care 

II blood analyzer. The 

machine would allow us 

to run 48 lead level tests 

with just a couple drops 

of blood. Purchasing this 

equipment would allow us 

to immediately determine 

if lead poisoning is pre-

sent  and provide  imme-

diate life saving treat-

ment.  

  We were just about to 

start a campaign to raise 

the $2800 needed for the 

machine, but with the re-

cent Covid-19 virus we 

feel this is not good tim-

ing.  We understand that 

people are now out of 

work and struggling fi-

nancially. Please watch 

our website and the Re-

sorter in the future for 

more information. When 

the time is right we will 

launch this campaign.  

  If you would like to 

make a donation towards 

the purchase of this ma-

chine, we will certainly 

accept your wonderful 

gift, just label it “lead ma-

chine”. We thank all of 

our wonderful supporters!  

Saving More Eagles  -  by Karen Noggle, L.V.T. 

 The ARK is still collecting clean returnable bot-

tles and cans.  You can drop them off at the 

ARK.  There's a covered 

enclosure just inside the 

gate to the right.  A team 

of volunteers pick them up 

frequently and turn them 

into cash for us.  

Looking for a place to dis-

pose of your Christmas 

tree?  How about the 

ARK.  We use them to 

provide a natural habitat in 

our outdoor enclosures as 

will as provide a wind-

breaker.  
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From the President’s Corner 

    

Please excuse the stock pho-

to of a Whip-poor-will. The 

one and only photo that we 

have of our Willa was too 

dark for a good view. Willa 

was brought to the ARK 09-

17-20 by a kind man who 

found her in his backyard 

unable to fly. No injuries or 

illnesses were detected by 

our medical personnel. Willa 

appeared to have been a ju-

venile at that time. 

   Initially our volunteers 

thought she was a Night-

hawk, but the noticeable 

difference was Willa’s 

whiskers, confirming that 

she was, in fact, an Eastern 

Whip-poor-will. 

   The major challenge of 

rehabbing a W-p-w is feed-

ing. These gentle birds eat 

on the fly during dusk, 

sometimes well-lit nights, 

and dawn. It was decided 

that in Willa’s best interest 

only one volunteer would 

feed her. These feedings 

entailed gently prying open 

her delicate beak and in-

serting wax worms down 

her throat using tweezers. 

Over the course of five 

weeks her feeding schedule 

began with four daily 

meals, then three, and 

eventually twice daily. Wil-

la wasn’t keen on these 

types of feedings and noti-

fied the handler that she 

preferred wax worms to 

meal worms. She had ac-

cess to her own 8’X20’ 

flight cage to practice fly-

ing. A light was shone into 

the cage at night to draw 

any insects. Willa’s pro-

gress was constantly ob-

served, and her flying abil-

ity and weight gain was a 

testimony to good care. 

   After five weeks of one-

to-one care, it was time for 

Willa to relocate to a 

warmer climate. It was de-

termined that she wasn’t 

yet strong enough to make 

the migratory flight to Flor-

ida. A car ride with a cou-

ple of generous ARK vol-

unteers-who were trans-

porting our White Pelican 

to Florida-was just the so-

lution for Willa. A lovely 

park setting was recom-

mended by the avian cen-

ter, and that was where our 

sweet Whip-poor-will was 

released. 

 Willa—by Lil Pandza 

    Well, 2020 has certainly 

been a crazy year, and its 

special challenges have 

been felt at the A.R.K. as 

well as everyplace 

else.  Due to space issues, 

and having to practice so-

cial distancing as best we 

could, we had to limit the 

number of volunteers that 

could work at any one time. 

I'm sure that the number of 

animals that we took in this 

year was on par with every 

other year. We also had to 

eliminate many of our year-

ly fund raisers, such as our 

spring baby shower held at 

Tractor Supply in Hough-

ton Lake and our pancake 

brunch which is usually 

held in the spring at the 

United Methodist Church 

in Houghton Lake. We also 

had to give up our Open 

House in June, and our gar-

age sale every Labor Day 

weekend.   

   We always have our ma-

ple syrup for sale, and this 

year we sold more calen-

dars than ever before.  But 

what has sustained us the 

most is our returnable pop 

can drive and the many 

very generous donations 

from people like you. We 

can't thank you enough for 

helping keep us afloat. 

   I want to give special 

recognition to all our amaz-

ing volunteers who worked 

so hard to care for the wild-

life that came through our 

doors in spite of the chal-

lenges. May 2021 be a bet-

ter year for everyone, ani-

mals included! 

 

   Sherry Goff, 

   A.R.K. Pres. 

If you order items from 

Amazon, how about us-

ing Smile.Amazon in-

stead and choose ARK 

Association to Rescue 

Kritters as your charity 

of choice.  The ARK 

receives 0.5% of the 

sale.    
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    Several months ago the ARK received a 

letter indicating we were one of several 

beneficiaries of the Estate of Merle Helen 

Scheibner.  No one at the ARK recognized 

her name, so we were puzzled and actually 

wondered if there had been an error.  After 

a little searching, the puzzle was solved 

and the ARK was, in fact, a beneficiary of 

the estate. 

 As told to us, some of Ms. Scheibner’s 

favorite childhood memories were caring 

for her farm animals.  She carried her love 

of animals into her adulthood, when she 

gave to many animal, wildlife, and bird 

organizations, as well as other non-profit 

groups and charities.  As she was getting 

all her “end-of-life” paperwork together, 

she heard about the ARK and immediately 

wanted to include the organization in the 

list of beneficiaries of her estate.  She 

wanted to make the trip to St. Helen to 

visit the ARK but sadly, she deteriorated 

rapidly and was not able to make the trip.   

We will be forever grateful to Ms. Scheib-

ner and will do our best to make her proud 

in the caring of the animals who make 

their way to our facility. 

FOREVER GRATEFUL—by Randy Fierke 

   When I started volunteering at ARK on 

Saturdays, I knew I would be rescuing, re-

habbing, and releasing many different spe-

cies of wildlife.  What I didn’t expect was to 

become friends with a turkey vulture.  

   When I first met Rosie, I found her to be 

nervous and timid around people.  When 

someone approached her outside enclosure, 

she would flap her one good wing and move 

as far away from us as possible.  I was sur-

prised to discover that Rosie was one of our 

education birds.   

   Rosie hatched in the spring of 2004.  We 

aren’t sure how she sustained a permanent 

injury to her right wing but she has never 

been able to fly.  Instead of migrating with 

the other vultures in the fall, Rosie’s mother 

stayed and continued to care for her.  Some 

very kind people realized that neither would 

survive without help so they called us. 

(Turkey Vultures are migratory birds and do 

not survive in the harsh Michigan winters).  

That is how Rosie’s life in our Birds of Prey 

Program began.    

   I was surprised to see how calm Rosie was 

when we took her to schools and showed her 

to large groups of children. Unlike our other 

birds, she is afraid of heights so she doesn’t 

sit on a glove. She struts out of her crate and 

spreads her wings (well, one and a half 

wing.) Turkey vultures have a warming 

plate at the base of their tails where the 

blood vessels are near the surface.  They 

turn their backs to the sun to warm up. The 

fluorescent lights in the schools trick Rosie 

into thinking they are the sun. 

   It was during one of these programs that 

Rosie decided I was her friend.  She stood 

right next to me and began nibbling gently 

on my fingers.  This surprised me because 

normally she would bite!  After that, she 

stopped moving away from me when I 

approached her enclosure and actually 

walked toward me.  She started rubbing 

her beak against my fingers and begging 

me to rub her beak and neck. The other 

volunteers were amazed by this because it 

was so uncharacteristic of Rosie.   

   During the cold months we bring Rosie 

inside the nursery.  I really look forward to 

spending those Saturdays with my favorite 

bird.  Rosie often follows me around the 

nursery as I go about my business.  

Being Rosie’s favorite human is great, 

however, when I spot other turkey vultures 

soaring so high, I feel a little sad knowing 

that she will never be able to fly.  I would 

gladly give up our special friendship if it 

meant she 

could soar up 

there with 

those other 

vultures.  Of 

course, she 

would have to 

get over her 

fear of 

heights! 

We're saving Family 

Fare receipts.  Please 

mail them to us.  
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   Every year the ARK admits a fox kit or two and this year was 

no different. Our first kit was found alone in the middle of a side 

street, a couple blocks off M- 55 in Prudenville. Our second fox 

kit was brought to us with a severe case of mange. Mom foxes 

will often “dump” a baby with mange.  Mange is caused by a 

mite that burrows in the skin and feeds on blood. It is extremely 

debilitating and usually fatal if not treated. The third baby was 

rescued by an individual who had just witnessed the mom kill its 

sibling. He was found to be very infested with parasites and was about half the size of his 

siblings. In all three cases these babies needed help and were rehabilitated and released as 

beautiful foxes.  

In Loving 

Memory 

   Thank you to Carrie Forfinski and the students of the Farwell Area School Dis-

trict for gathering food and supplies for the ARK.  The four page list of donations 

included everything from baby food, dog and cat food, and canned vegetables to 
soap, paper towels, sponges, storage bags, towels, and measuring cups.  They also 

made raccoon treats stuffed in paper rolls, and gathered a bag of acorns for “Mr. 

Squirrel” and a bag for “Mrs. Opossum.”  Their donation also included heating 

pads donated in honor of Amy White and Michelle Yule “for all they do for the 

students and staff of Farwell Elementary School.”   

   Thank you to the Roscommon County Community Foundation for their generous 
donation from their Urgent Needs Fund to assist the ARK with the purchase of 

gloves, hand sanitizer, and food for the animal patients. 

   Thank you to the Fraternal Order of Eagles Auxiliary # 3646, West Branch, for 

donating proceeds from their bake sale.   

   Thank you to everyone who contributed to Wade’s Bandana Fundraiser 

   Tim & Bunny Veryzer as a thank you to Maple Valley Plumbing & Heating 

   Stacy, Javin, & Kate for care of the turtle 

   Jeffrey & Adriana Thompson for the mourning dove 

THANK YOU! 

  THANK YOU! 

    THANK YOU! 

Nancy Redilla 

wishing Terri 

Grafton a Happy 

Birthday! 

Carl and Florence Pulford in memory of their dear friend Bob Laphew  

Valentine Dixon in memory of Robert Laphew 

Marilyn Mastus in memory of June Ginther 

Robert Goeckel in Loving Memory of their dear neighbor Donna Goddard 

Dave & Diane Schroeder and Paul Berger in memory of JJ Lawrence 

Charles & Margaret Lavender and Terri Blakeley in memory of Patricia Scott 

Karen Peiffer in memory of her niece, Drew Foley 

Greg DeMatio in Memory of Bonnie Jean DeMatio, who cared about and for 

   all living things  

Janice Wheeler and Mary Coy in memory of June Gunther 

Sergio and Ana Outeiro in memory of Donna Goddard 

Randy Fierke in memory of Joy Young 

Houghton Lake Arts & Crafts Association in memory of Joy Young 

Peggy Rose in memory of Harry 

THANK YOU TO…... 

Robin Mester 

Donna Papi 

Thomas Hayes 

Vonnie Schmidt 

Ana O’Brien   

Barb Grewe  

Mary Anne Eppley  

Tom Rhadigan  

Denise Burnworth  

Nicholas Cutright  

Jenea Coppler  

Bethany & Tim Smith  

Jax the Dog  

Judith Nestor  

John Kovach  

Rose Lockhart   

Robert Kleiner  

Tom & Terri Lehman 

Nathan Norle  

Crystal Wright   

Joyce Haxton  

WendyWaske  

Lori Heller  

Connie Jones 

Tracy Barrilleaux  

Debbi  Larkin   

Ginger Langdon  

Leon Miftaraj   

Oren Roberts   

Kate Barkley  

Lanice Rutter  

Angela Stelf  

Dennis Stuebner  

Jackie Tidbau   

Connie Allen  

Jenny  

Chris Trezise  

Marissa Trombley  

Elisa Dack  

Robert Balestrero  

Jennifer Rydd   

Tom Baskins  

Michael Brennan 

Karen Sargent  

Nancy Frederickson  

M65 Bait Shop 

Pamela Smith 

Patti Moreau 

Nancy Frederickson 
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Kimberly Fasel 

Kaye Hohlfeldt 

Stephen Kallis for the squirrels 

Douglas Arnold 

Stacy Dostal 

Kathleen Porter 

Barb & Ken Kilkka  

Tina Schiller 

Art Shades, LLC 

Tina Bradley 

Allison Tobin 

Brenda Murphy 

Diane Banchoff 

Margaret Weeber 

Judith Carter 

R. Whitener 

Sue Piippo 

Daniel Vining 

Jennifer Bean 

Julie Jewell 

Lisa Wolf 

Buttonville Fiber Studio 

Janice & Scott Burke 

Theresa Goenner 

Christina Clark 

Paul Berger 

Brenda Murphy 

Julie Simpson 

Kellie Ross 

Jill Jacobs 

Robert Goeckel 

Jeri Chambers 

Larry Noseda 

Sandra Baker 

Keri Withers 

Shannon Sprague 

David Hood Jr 

Sonia Hill 

Janell Murphy 

Karene Hughes 

Kathleen Porter 

Elizabeth McDonald 

Phyllis Piotrowski  

Kathryn Avery-Cornell 

Brenda Murphy 

Janice Robinson 

Jacqueline Fleischer 

Kelly Poulson 

Corinne Stuart 

Lillian Mahaney 

Denise Krupa 

Shelley Mader 

Allie Brann and Family 

Rosemary Keane 

Katherine Flegel 

Edward Flees 

Katherine Kalaydjian 

Mary Panozzo 

Carol Wylie 

Anonymous  

Melissa Seese &  

Joanna Wildermuth 

Maureen VanNorman 

Bethany & Tim Smith   

Lillian Mahaney 

Viola J. Moore Animal Fund 

Jill Christenson 

Carol Copp 

Cheryl  Lee 

Rachel Beierschmitt 

Tim and Bunny Veryzer 

Donald House 

Chuck & Heather Sedlacek 

Elizabeth Hucek 

Lou & Donna Tomczak 

Pat DeMires 

Reed Davis 

Karen Davis 

The Derry Family 

Mary Gray 

David Hebert 

Patricia Higgins 

Jeni Johnston 

Deborah Kwaiser 

Dennis & JoAnn McDonald 

Norman O’Brien 

Lori VanHaitsma 

Patricia Ward 

Denise Agius 

Jeanne Iversen 

M-55 Music 

Mary Piskor & John Bax 

Laurie & Mike Wieler 

Dawn Roach Myas  

Jennifer & Donald O’Farrell 

Kathryn Walker 

Steve Johnson 

Lynn 

Ev & Doug Norton 

Lynn Heiple 

Linda 

Ruth Corwin 

Nancy McCauley 

Saundra Crandall 

Jim Plude 

Dan & Louise Woodruff 

Curtis & Linda Taylor 

Carol Copp 

Lisa Sutton 

Main Branch Gallery 

Patty Stowe 

Century 21 Northland  

Zac Tworek 

Ben Wiles 

Gerald Gregory 

Jessica Spotts 

Marilyn Jacob 

Tammy Lane 

David Randall 

Carol Schreiber 

Linda Saylor 

Lisa Chadwick 

Janet Alexander 

Meg Sheehan 

Rhonda Wilcox 

Barb Schreiber 

Sheila Blessing 

Katie Woida 

Monique Balaban 

Marci Brick 

Mandie Carpenter 

Samuel & Jeannette Marra 

Kent & Gayle Carleton 

Pat Sprague 

Mary Gray 

Steve Colins 

Caroline McCleery 

Diana Schultz 

The Sklarczy Family 

Cathy & Robert Hicks 

Debbie Blanchard 

Mark 

Al & Kimberly Peebles 

Nichole Pratt 

Kristin Thaller 

Linda Tuck 

Wendy Furst 

Joan Johnson 

Dr. & Mrs. David LaGattuta 

Perry Ostroski 

Jamie Pagel 

Sharon Cottee 

Michael & Sharon Mordan 

Mari Businski 

Billy Bush 

Amber Hoppe 

Micael Madsen 

Pat McKenna 

Christine Srda 

Kim Hawkes 

Rachel Brunkhorst 

Thomas Coppeck 

Lyle’s Flowers & Greenhouses 

Lori VanHaitsma 

Cody Allen 

Margaret Baxter 

Staceu Bisbee 

Josh Hudder 

Leeanne Kaleniecki 

Jane Keller 

Rhonda Lamberg 

Susan Lobsinger 

Tamara Neff 

Susan Peacock 

Toni Rase 

Joshua Smith 

Shawn & Casey Weatherly 

Bee Fit at the Club 

Connie Richardson 

Kim Blaszyk 

Karen Rutkowski 

Kandy Ricky 

Colleen Williams 

Tom Wheeler 

Misteguay Creek Sugarbush 

Jennifer Rose 

Georgia Shivlie 

Alison Thorwell 

Anthony Vanhorn 

Jon Vanoosten 

Katina Whorton 

Sharon James 

Kathy Bagge 

Melissa Barnes 

Mike Burnside 

Melissa Castillo 

Jamie Bardin 

Andrew Brooks 

Cheryl Hill 

Kassidy Jurek 

Karen Mills 

Cindy Sobels 

Robert Steadry 

Roslyn VanNuck 

Jennifer Werthman 

Mona White 

Pamela Carter 

Cathy & Robert Hicks 

Louise Scholtus 

Mitchell Babcock 

Karla & Jim Gerner 

Sandra Nelson 

Kathy Sheppard 

Megan Nowakowski 

Judy Tritten 

Ray Roediger 

MiMi 

Kathy Dennis 

Niki Vollmar 

Terry Mercer 

The Shear Family 

Christine Southwell 

Alexis Wittman 

Andy Waltz 

Jill Christenson 

Shirley Herbison 

Kathy Kenney 

Mike Lay 

Veronica Pettas 

Dennis & Laurie VanWagoner 

Rebecca Kurtzner 

Barry Foster 

Valerie Hill 

Ivan Soucy 

Bonnie McCormack 

Linda LaFleur 

Tilia Bowden 

Linda Brick 

Daniel Long 

Sebastian Morris 
Cheri Glass 

Dan Jagosz 

Stacie McConnell 

Winnie McGraw 

Melissa Miller 

Kristin Shirman 

C. Reyes 

Mary Spreitzer 

Wanda Akin 

Glenn Dixon 

Lorna Everson 

Jerimie Farnum 

Deborah Krenz 

Ann Rapin 

Dominic Napolitano 

Kellie Carpenter 
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Donald Perkins thank you for helping the snapping turtle 

Willow Springs Holistic for the mourning dove and 2 baby raccoons  

Jeannette Gasiciel for taking care of the opossums 

Richard Miller for the squirrel 

Brandon, Lex, Jared, and Amanda 

Houghton Lake Wesleyan Church for the freezer 

Kayl, Zayden, & Kenny “ thanks for taking care of the squirrel” 

The Binky Foundation for raccoon enclosures 

Wexford-Missaukee Skills Center 

Houghton Lake Arts & Crafts Association 

Sandy Oaks Village Association 

Brittney Johnson for caring for the Great Blue Heron  

Donna Brian for helping the Northern Flicker and the  

    other animals in need 

William Goodspeed for caring for the Green Heron and all the animals 

James Muratzki for caring for the baby opossums   

Amanda Whited in honor of Sarah Whited   

Roscommon County Animal Shelter 

Roscommon County Community Foundation 

Larry Eastley & Claire Fisher Eastley Animal Support Fund 

The Krauss Charitable Foundation 

Mr & Mrs. Claudie Rolland 

Jerre R. & Mona C. Moore Charitable Fund 

Adrian and Ginger McNabb thank you to Volunteers Karen and Stacie  

    for help with the squirrel 

Midland Area Community Foundation for a raccoon enclosure 

Farwell Area School District students 

Michelle Travis in the name of Carrie Forfinski 

Kevin Blizinski in honor of Nancy Redilla 

Jeffrey & Adriana Thompson for the Mourning Dove 

Joann & Dennis McDonald 

Christine & Carl Lappland 

Our Wildlife 

Thanks you 

for all your 

wonderful 

support to 

give them a 

second 

chance at life! 

Kristin Miller 

Emily & Bill Warnecke 

Janie Gerasimos 

Mary Beebe 

Traci Cook 

Daniel DiDonato  

Jessica Hawn 

Rick Lake 

Sandy Darocha 

Gretchen Delew 

Tammy Findley  

Stacey Shafto 

Joe Stermer 

Lynn Clark 

Brent & Mary Gilbert 

Kim Hall 

Ann Larmore 

Andy Samyn 

Christina Schlitt 

Tracy Crowley 

Mel Shawny 

Robert Stedry 

Hope Turner 

Jaime Walker 

Little Cottage Ice Cream 

Becky Dubay 

Kathleen Kenney 

Dave & Syndee Malek 

Mary 

Regina Meride 

Teresa Newby 

Karen Metz 

Julie Allen 

Vicki MacArthur 

Alicia Prygoski 

Kandy Ricky 

Shirley Karch 

Jim Ferency 

Donald Hancock 

Destiny Tomasik 

Laurie Swiatkonski 

Beth & Vince Toomey 

Brenda Dilley  

Leonard & Linda Warner 

Erik & Brandie Meisner 

Charles Judson 

M & M Excavating 

Wendy Nomelinski 

Brandie Meisner 

Scott Hendershot 

Robin Colwell 

Jennifer Lyons 

Brad Miller 

Diane Tinsley 

John & Sandy Scanlon 

Donald House 

Marilyn Jacob 

Katie Pohler 

Christine Horning 

Marilyn Nieman 

Diane Whipple 

Cynthia Grenier 

Ed Daniels 

Yvonne Simon 

Karen Mills 

Brittany Brotherton 

Terry Straubel 
Kris Taveggia & David 

Hutchinson 

Lori VanHaitsma 

Grace Beland 

Doug & Sharon Muller 

Jim & Elena Stewart 

Jeanne Iversen 

Verne & Nancy Purdy 

Patricia Ward 

Jeremy McKee 

Julie Ignatowski 

Karen Davis 

Mark Wedley 

Dukes Party Store 

Julie Eastman 

Donna Jones 

John & Jeanne Polan 

Louise & John Scholtus  

Katie Keith 

Cynthia Serafin 

Michelle Sobek 

Jackie Landis 

Nick Lannom 

Lynn McDougall 

Jerry Bramble 

Russ Kwaiser Jr. 

Joel Denver 

Don & Dawn Johnson 

Jana Langworthy 

Stacie McConnell 

Leah Pauley 

Robert & Catherine Hicks 

Lenee Booth 

James Morgan 

Nancy Redilla 

Terri & Paul Westberg 

Shenanigan’s Pub 

James Plude 

Rita Filcek 

Mandy Bowick 

Debra DeRoso 

Janice Grzywacz 

Karen Arquette 

Audrey McGee 

Betsy Reed 

Jody Valley 

Mel Sharay 

Love Smith 

Candi Taylor 

Jenna Bishop 

Mark & Lynda Wieferich 

Michelle Forte 
 

T 

H 

A 

N 

K 

  

Y 

O 

U 
Stacie Klupacs & Jeff Stevenson 

James & Marjorie Kunisch in the name of Bill 

   & Linda Erat 

James & Marjorie Kunisch in the name of  

  Barbara Reitz 

Merle Helen Scheibner Trust Fund 

L.J.’s Kilkare Restaurant & Lounge 

West Branch District Library 

Friends at Mid-Forest Lodge 

Lynn Wright for the squirrels 

Sandra Clark for Wixom the Goose 

Karen Paul for the goose 

Cathy and Chris Lehman for “Journey” the  

   Bobcat 

Jeff & Trina for care of the cedar wax wing  

  and orphaned birds 

Jill Konopka & Andrea Lockhart 

Carl & Christine Lapplander  

Mercantile Bank St. Helen Employees 

Our Lake of the Lake Council of Catholic  

  Women for helping our community 

Jean & Jerry Salisbury 

Matthew Sproul 

Karen Metz 

 
 

 
  

 

 



The A.R.K. is a non-profit organization as determined by the Internal Revenue Service code under Section 501c(3). Donors may 

deduct contributions as provided for in the Internal Revenue Service Code. 

The ARK maintains two mailing lists 

for the newsletter, one postal and one 

email.  For those receiving the news-

letter via postal mail, if you'll give us 

your email address, future newsletters 

will be sent to your email ad-

dress.  Not only will you receive the 

newsletter earlier and in color, but 

you will help save printing and mail-

ing costs.  Send your email address 

to:   

arkwildlife@charter.net       

 Thank you  

In mid-summer we re-

ceived a call about an or-

phaned pelican who had 

been hanging around a 

marina near Tawas.  There 

were no other pelicans 

around and the caller was 

concerned about the baby.  

What?  A pelican in Mich-

igan?  A volunteer drove 

to Tawas to check it out.  

Sure enough, it was a baby 

American White Pelican.  

(While we don’t know 

why he was by himself, 

we can only assume, be-

cause he was so young, he 

was separated from the group during a bad storm a cou-

ple days before.)  She brought it to the ARK and some 

volunteers were amazed there could be a such a bird in 

Michigan.  And so our adventure with Ollie (named by 

the finder) began.   

The ARK had never rehabbed a pelican.  What 

does it eat?  How much?  Does it need vitamins, nutrient 

supplements, worming?  A lot of research had to be 

done so we could properly care for the bird.  We quickly 

learned he needed fish, and lots of it!  We made a post 

about Ollie and soon local fishermen and women were 

bringing in their catch, and he devoured all of it.  We 

were buying dozens of minnows almost daily as well as 

fish to give him a variety in his diet.  It was such a joy to 

watch him wait by his pool for us to dump the fish in, 

followed by his scooping it into his huge pouch.  We 

joyed in hearing and watching those big feet clapping 

against the ground and him waddling around like an 

overgrown duck.  We placed a large mirror in his enclo-

sure and watched him stare at his reflection, wondering 

what was he thinking? 

Ollie grew and each day we watched as he 

flapped those huge wings, as if trying to fly.  (An adult 

pelican has a wingspan of nearly 10 feet.)  Fall ap-

proached and we knew he had to go, but where?  Should 

we take him back to Tawas?  Would he know what to do 

in a Great Lake?  What if there were other pelicans 

(though none had since been spotted)? Would he be ac-

cepted?  A volunteer did some research and found a sea-

bird sanctuary in Florida willing to take him.  The facili-

ty not only rehabbed pelicans but had resident ones in 

their education program.  There he could be put with 

others of his kind and learn to be a pelican, with the 

hopes of someday being returned to the wild. 

So Ollie was put in the largest crate we have, 

placed in the back of a volunteer’s Suburban, and off he 

went on the 1400 mile journey.  Ollie had touched our 

hearts and a few tears were shed that morning when he 

left.  To date, we are hap-

py to report Ollie is doing 

well.  He is now a part of 

the pod of pelicans; a 

good sign is that he runs 

from the staff when they 

approach.  We don’t know 

what the future holds for 

Ollie; we are hoping he 

will continue to learn to 

be a pelican and be re-

leased back to the wild.  If not, he is in a safe environ-

ment where he will be a part of their education program.  

Ollie will forever remain in our hearts.   

 

         Happy fishing, Ollie! 

A.R.K. Association to Rescue Kritters 

3878 South Maple Valley Road  

St. Helen, MI 48656 

(989) 389-3305 

Look for other events on Facebook and 

Website 

www.arkritters.org 

OLLIE, THE AMERICAN WHITE PELICAN—by Randy Fierke 

Throughout the winter we will need at least two 

bales of DRY STRAW on at least three occa-

sions.  If you have some you'd like to donate, 

please call the ARK.  


